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It has been said that life is 10% what happens to you and 90% 
how you react to it. 2011 has witnessed some trying times for 
the Courthouse Community Center, and through it all, the 
goodness and generosity of its supporters have made a great 
difference in the overall success of the year. After coming 
through a challenging summer schedule that yielded the most 
enjoyable talent show ever produced, two exciting and diverse 
exhibits in the Great Hall,  a Lunch, Learn & Play program 
that went beyond expectations and an Al Fresco Weekend that 
received well-deserved praise, the CCC workers were looking 
forward to a relatively calm fall season. And then, tropical storm 
Irene paid an uninvited visit  on August 28 bringing with her 
a 5 foot surge of water that devastated the basement level. The 
initial images of the destroyed pottery studio and two activity 
rooms as well as heating units covered by water and silt were 
heartbreaking. So much time and effort has gone into the 
recent restoration of the rooms which were used with regularity.  
Windows and doors were broken, equipment was destroyed and 
scattered about, and there was serious concern regarding the 
viability of the heating system.   

Help was only a heartbeat away. Within a matter of hours, 
a dedicated crew from the Hudson Falls Fire Department 
responded and contributed a full day pumping out the standing 
water in the basement of both the Courthouse and the Shoppe 
Off Broadway. Congressman Chris Gibson, State Senator Betty 

Little, Assemblyman Tony Jordan’s Chief of Staff, Chris DeBolt, 
Salem Town Supervisor Seth Pitts, Mayor Anne Dunigan and 
representatives of FEMA visited the Courthouse to assess the 
damage and offer support. Within 48 hours, a van load of 
Washington County Alternative Sentencing workers under 
the supervision of Scott Stoughton arrived to assist with the 
massive cleaning effort. Each day for 4 weeks, Scott arrived with 
workers  eager to restore the basement – no job was refused, and 
they took great pride in their accomplishments.  A small army 
of dedicated Courthouse volunteers regularly worked beside 
them bringing about an amazing transformation. Over 1,200 
volunteer hours were contributed to the effort resulting in a 
thoroughly dried and clean basement. Concerned supporters 
responded with over $6,000 in much needed contributions 
which have been used to defray the initial costs.

Defeat was never an option, and the Courthouse is most 
definitely on the mend.The windows have been replaced, and 
the pottery studio is once again offering exciting classes. After 
much attention to the heating units with hours of service 
donated by McCauley & Tucker, it appears the system is 
operating at full capacity. With 2011 drawing to a close, there 
is much reflection and sincere appreciation for the many who 
make the Courthouse a reality on a daily basis. 2012 will mark 
the 10th anniversary of the this fine organization, and there is 
much to celebrate!

THE SHOPPE 
Off  
BRO aD wa Y
The Shoppe Off Broadway 
thrift store has just completed 

another successful year. With 15 dedicated volunteers and 
under the watchful eyes of Sue Keyes, Nancy Gadzinski and 
Betty Campbell, the Shoppe continues to offer great shopping 
opportunities using the proceeds to fund youth programs in 
the Salem area. Thanks to community support with quality 
donations and the average of 200 hours donated by each 
volunteer annually, the Shoppe continues to grow and thrive. 
The “Christmas in November” holiday bazaar was yet another 
success for the Shoppe. Anyone wishing to donate holiday items 
for next year’s bazaar may do so during regular business hours 
at any point during the year. Rather than pack away unwanted 
Christmas items, why not consider donating them to the 
Shoppe - and remember to Shop the Shoppe!        

1 ��–6 �� Wed. & 10 ��–1 �� �urs., Fri. & Sat.  SHOPPE HOURs	

a JOb  
wELL  
DONE
As of January 1, 2012, 
Dottie Schneider will 
no longer be at the helm 
of the Historic Salem 
Courthouse Board 
serving as President. 
A most energetic and 
dedicated member of 
the organization, Dottie 
has been of service to 
the Courthouse since 

its inception. She is a retired Colonel in the United States 
Army who settled in Salem in October of 2001. She was in 
attendance at the first public meeting held at Proudfit Hall in 
November of 2001 to explore the feasibility of forming a 501 c 
3 to manage the Courthouse complex as a community center. 
Dottie is grateful to the Courthouse for allowing her to feel like 
a valued member of her new community and form meaningful 
relationships. 

 Dottie has been a true friend of the Courthouse volunteering 
her time and effort to serve on early committees including 
the Finance and Membership Committees. In 2004, she was 
honored to be asked to serve on the Board of Directors which 
she will continue to do in the coming years. In 2007, Dottie 
willingly agreed to accept the position of Vice President under 
Peter Sauer. When Peter became ill and could no longer meet 
the demands of the job, Dottie graciously stepped forward to 
assume Peter’s responsibilities. In 2009, Dottie was unanimously 
elected as President of the Board and has served the organization 
with distinction. 

Dottie’s tireless commitment to the Courthouse has earned her 
many friends and admirers. There isn’t a corner of the complex 
with which she is not familiar. She is an integral part of the 
Courthouse Community Garden and could be seen on any 
given day in her broad brimmed hat working in the beds. Each 
year, the Al Fresco Weekend owes her a debt of gratitude for 
good naturedly overseeing and managing the kitchen the entire 
week of preparation. A good friend of Lunch, Learn & Play, 
she  delighted in assisting the children with their lunch. During 
the massive cleaning effort following Irene, Dottie could be 
seen covered in mud each day, lending support and a helping 
hand. There is no job she 
would not tackle for the 
organization she loves.

The Courthouse gratefully 
thanks Dottie for a job well 
done and looks forward to 
her continued guidance and 
involvement in the coming 
years. The organization is 
blessed to have people of 
her caliber who have made 
a true difference.  

HSCP A 
WEL cOMEs  
NEw MEMbERs  

Vivian Ciolli Ackerman, Ann Baker, Melanie Tenney Becker, Liz Caspari, Phyllis H. Clark, 
Edward & Linda Gaiotti, Patricia A. Gilchrist, Janet Fram, Brian & Ann Jennings,  
Keith Kelley, James & LaVita LeGrys, Al & Peg Moser, Peter & Barbara Norman,  
Suzette Santane, John & Elizabeth Sprott, Greg & Joann Tebbano, Mrs. Ashton M. Tenney

  
WITH IRENE BALDWIN

A GENEROUs GIft   
The Courthouse Community Center was recently the 
recipient of a very generous gift from good neighbors, Jim 
and Kim Gariepy. The Gariepys donated a 36” Panasonic 
flat screen television with a built in DVD player. The 
television’s great clarity, has made a wonderful difference 
in the many presentations offered at the CCC including 
the Year in Pictures shown at the recent annual meeting. 
Thanks for your kindness, Kim and Jim! 

THE CCC REac HEs  
fOR tHE S taRs
The CCC’s newest club, the Salem Astronomers, under the 
direction of Bill Frederick, has attracted much interest and 
a growing membership. Between 12 -15 members meet at 
the CCC the third Wednesday of the month at 7 pm with 
the objective of sharing a common interest in astronomy 
and learning more about the cosmos. A current project is 
refurbishing a telescope for club use. Logs have been provided 
so that members may take notes and make sketches of their 
observations such as the Orion Constellation and Jupiter and 
her moon positions. Power Point presentations are made by Bill 
to provide greater insight, and noteworthy guest speakers have 
been invited to future meetings. Since the best viewing takes 

place on clear evenings, Bill has offered an 
open invitation for members to observe 
the sky from his home any cloudless night. 
New members are invited to join and 
may call the CCC or Bill directly at 518-
854-7212. For the younger enthusiasts, 
Bill is offering an astronomy program for 
students in grades 6 through 12 during 
the mid-winter break, Tuesday, February 
21 and Thursday, February 23 from 10 
am until noon (see enclosed catalog for details).
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Directors Emeriti 
Bill Eberle & Kay Tomasi 

Congratulations to the new officers 
& members of the board!

COUR tHOUsE  
OUtREac H EXP aNDs
The Courthouse is pleased to announce it is now listed on the 
Lakes to Locks Passage website which was created in association 
with National Geographic to promote geotourism. Visit the site 
at lakestolocks.org, click on “Heritage Sites” and scroll down to 

“Historic Salem Courthouse” to participate in the interactive site 
and learn more about our area.  


